A new species of Brycon is described from the Atlantic slope of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Brycon costaricensis n. sp. differs from all other Central American Brycon species by the following combination of characters: 49 to 54 scales in the lateral line; 5 or 6 rows of scales between lateral line and pectoral fin base; 9 to 11 rows of scales between lateral line and dorsal fin base; 5 to 7 rows of scales between lateral line and anal fin base; anal fin notably longer than head, with 33 to 37 total rays; and a elongated and shallow caudal peduncle, whose length is 1.78 to 2.35 times its depth. A key to lower Mesoamerican species of the genus is also presented.
Introduction
As presently recognized Brycon Müller and Troschel 1844 is one of the largest neotropical characiform genera, containing at least 67 nominal species (Lima & Castro 2000) of which about 42 are valid (Lima 2003 (Lima , 2004 . Species of the genus are widely distributed from Grijalva and Usumacinta basins in southern Mexico (Miller et al. 2006) to the La Plata basin in northern Argentina (Lima 2004) . However, major diversity of Brycon species is found in Panama and in the trans-Andean rivers of Colombia and Ecuador (Lima 2003) .
Systematics of Brycon is still poorly understood (Lima 2004) . Traditionally, species of the genus are diagnosed from the remaining Characidae by the following combination of characters: three to four teeth rows in the premaxillary, presence of an inner symphyseal tooth in the dentary, absence of an expanded coracoid bone and presence of a relatively long anal fin with 18-38 branched rays (Howes 1982 , Lima 2003 , 2004 .
Following Gery (1977) and Bussing (1976 Bussing ( , 1985 , on the basis of several meristic traits, and Reeves &
